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It is in this kingdom [Mutfili per- |
haps Teligana in southern India]

| that diamonds are got in the great

| and deep valleys among these
mountains. Wherefore the men |
who go in search of the diamonds |
take with them pieces of flesh, |
| and these they cast into the bot-
tom of a vallev. Now there are |
numbers of white eagles that
| haunt those mountains and feed
upon serpents, When the eagles |
| see the meat thrown down they
| pounce upon it and carry itup...
The men raise a loud shouting to

| drive them away, and when the |
| men recover the pieces of meet
| they tind them full of diamonds
| which have stuck to the meat.

There is also in the same

country another mountain,

lapis lazuli |

in which azure |
is found, 'tis the finest in the
world and is got in a vein

like silper. Bk I, Ch. 20 (] 180)
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Goihic Ring,

gokd and
dark-bBlua comndum,
chazed shaouldars,
England,
1480 cantury,

diamatar 166 mm.




Hunnish Ring
gold,
hegaonile,

almandiie gameis

and mearschaum,
Central Eumnpe,
gth cantury
diamater 19,55 mm



It is in this province [Badakshan in
Afghanistan] that those fine and
valuable gems the Balas Rubies are
found. They are got in certain rocks
among the mountains, and in the search
for them the people dig great caves
underground.

Meadiaval loonographic Ring

gald with engraved Sainls Geame & Christophet

o squared bezal 2ol with a by,

band inscribad *sans departir®, England, 158" cantury,
digmeler 17.25 mm.

Ranaissanca Ring.
apenwork gold band set with diamonds, Spain, ©. 1850,
recoversd from the 1656 shipwrech of the Musstra
Sanora de las Maravillas,
diamsatar 15.75 mm,




No man of that country [Tibet]
would take as a wife a girl who
was a maid, for they say a wife is
worthless unless she has been
used to consort with men. And
their custom is this, that when
travelers come that way the old
women get ready |, and take their
unmarried daughters and go to
the strangers who are passing,
and the travelers take them accor-
dingly and do their pleasure. You
must know too that the traveler is
expected to give the girl who has




been with him a ring or some
other trifle, something she can
show as a lovers token when she
marries. And it is for this alone
that they follow that custom, for
every girl is expected to obtain at
least 20 such tokens. And those
who have the most tokens, and so
can show they have been most
run after, are in the highest
esteem and most sought in mar-
riage because they say the charms
of such a girl are the greatest.

Bk II, Ch. 45 (f. 520).




There is also a mountain in this country
wherein they find a kind of stone called
turquoise, in great abundance; and it
is a very beautiful stone, These also the
Emperor does not allow to be extracted
without his special order, Bk 11 Ch. 47

Mediaval Signei Ring,

octagoenal bazel inscribad "Robent lacob’ and engraved
with a llewes England, 181N century,

diamatar 25 mm,

Ranaissance Posy Ring,
godd ingcribed

"Priidence div e

hath mada fhoa rnlr'.|-i:'
England, sarly 1?lh::qntul:.r.
diametar 19.75 mm.
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Aenarszance Ring
gald,

pymope gamat
and enameal,

Italy

late 16tk

aary 1710 cantury

diametar 18 mm.




Stirup Aing,
ingcribed “pour iole avalr® [Taly, j4th aentury,

diamaler 17,78 mm

HByranbine In2cribed Ring

O KATYRDN EN BOHOA (Pa. 90 (81)

“He that dwalleth in the aid of the [most Highest]'],

By zantium, 80 contury,

diamalér 19 mm.




e e=-Fingar Ring,
f hesaonite gamet,
. I1|.I'I_ 5' il fEl'Itlerl
TE & 17T mm
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Renatssance Gemsiona Ring,
gold, tabla-cut diamond and traces of enameal,
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siamater 18-mm Caindu in eastern Tibet] in which are

found pearls which are white but not
L —

round. Only when it is his pleasure | the

reat

Chan| they take from the lake so
many as he may desire. Bk I (b 47(f 54]




Madiaval Signat Ring
* + S[IGILLUM] FRAMCISCIUS] . DE , UGOMNIBLS,
pold engraved with an eagle,
Italy, 1-1:'5h canfury,

diamatar 22.5 mm., waight; 28,5 gr,

Byzantine Naminative Ring,
gold inscribad EXEOAETIC (Theodalis),
Byzantium, 10fhe 141 h cantung,
diameatar 14.75 mm,

eu-callaction Max Crépy, Parnis
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Paris, BnE MS fr. 2810,
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Marmo Polo,
Le livre des merveilles du monde
France, Pans, ¢, 1410

(Cliché Bildithdque nationale de France,

Paris)

A selection of our rings

Complete descriptions available on request

Marco Polo's vivid eve-witness
account of his adventures in Asia
offered new information on the
sources of precious gems and
reported some curious foreign

customs invalving the gift of
rings. Our title, text, and pictures
come from Marco Polo's celebra-
ted fourteenth-century travelogue
of the marvels of the world called
Le Livre des merveilles du monde { Travels
of Marco Polo) lavishly illustrated
in Paris, BnkE MS fr. 2810 by the
Workshop of the Boucicaut Master.






